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Chapter 2

Working God’s System

If you want to reap what God wants for your life, you have to work His 
system.

Isaiah 55:8-9

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” says 
the Lord. 9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways 
higher than your ways,  and My thoughts than your thoughts.”

 

1. Man’s System vs. God’s System

	 A.	                              has a system, and                           has a system.  

	 B.	� When you tap into God’s system, you tap into His                                                 
                                        .

	 C.	 We need to be in the                                      system.  

	 D.	                                                 man’s system and get into God’s system.

	 E.	 Man’s system                                                     .

Key 
Thought
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Figure 1.  Man’s System vs. God’s System Comparison Chart

Man’s System God’s System
Get Increase Buy food first; 

increase living
Give first

Paycheck Tithe, spend rest on 
self

Tithe, ask God what to do with the 
rest

Seek First My own needs The Kingdom & needs of others 

Concentrate 
On 

Living Giving

Giving Out of obligation With the right heart...a cheerful giver

Rely On Self God

Look To Paycheck as source God as source

Possessions Belong to me Belong to God

Purchases Borrowing, credit 
cards

Believing God for the money or the 
item

Shopping Impulse buying Being on a budget, willing to wait

Heart Attitude Greed/Take Generosity/Give

Thought 
Process

Not believing God’s 
way – doing my way

Doing God’s way – checking with 
God

Timing Do it now Seeking first the will of God – asking 
God first

Who is 
Important

Self-preservation
(Me/ I)

Think of others
(They)

Participation Holding back 
(Circumstances)

Desiring to give more

Tithing There is no 
accountability

Held accountable through connection
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Chapter 5

Honor is Key

Honor is the missing ingredient.  It is a necessity for those who desire 
maximum achievement.

2 Kings 4:1-7  
 
A certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha, 
saying, “Your servant my husband is dead, and you know that your servant 
feared the LORD. And the creditor is coming to take my two sons to be his 
slaves.”
2 So Elisha said to her, “What shall I do for you? Tell me, what do you have 
in the house?” And she said, “Your maidservant has nothing in the house 
but a jar of oil.”
3 Then he said, “Go, borrow vessels from everywhere, from all your neigh-
bors—empty vessels; do not gather just a few. 4 And when you have come in, 
you shall shut the door behind you and your sons; then pour it into all those 
vessels, and set aside the full ones.”
5 So she went from him and shut the door behind her and her sons, who 
brought the vessels to her; and she poured it out. 6 Now it came to pass, 
when the vessels were full, that she said to her son, “Bring me another ves-
sel.”

And he said to her, “There is not another vessel.” So the oil ceased. 7 Then 
she came and told the man of God. And he said, “Go, sell the oil and pay 
your debt; and you and your sons live on the rest.”

1. Understanding Honor

	 A.  �Honor is                                            individuals because of their                               .

	 B.  �Honor requires                                              , recognizing that God and others are 
responsible for my                                               .

Key 
Thought

Theme
Scripture

Insight:

Honor is an inward respect 
that goes with you wherever 
you go.
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	 C.  When                              is your motive,                                  will be your objective.

	 D.                               does for others.

	 E. 	 Honor does not                              one while diminishing or belittling another.

	 F.	� Honor does not exalt a person above                        or make him or her into a god.                  

		�  Proverbs 26:1  
		�  As snow in summer and rain in harvest, so honor is not fitting for a 

fool.  

	 G.  �Honor belongs to those who                                    themselves, rather than those who 
seek to be                                           .

		�  Proverbs 29:23  
		�  A man’s pride will bring him low, but the humble in spirit will retain 

honor.

Ephesians 6:2-3  
 
Honor your father and mother, which is the first commandment with           
promise:  3 that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.

2. Come to Honor

	 A. 	� If you want to                                    and                                           , you must come 
to honor. 

Key
Scripture
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Chapter 9

Stay Faithful

It is easier to obtain than to maintain.  We must be found faithful to 
maintain our giving, right attitudes, and love walk.

Luke 16:10-13
 
He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is 
unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.  11 Therefore if you have not 
been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust 
the true riches?  12 And if you have not been faithful in what is another man’s, 
who will give you what is your own?  13 No servant can serve two masters; for 
either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.  

1. We are His stewards

	 Luke 16:1-13
	� He also said to His disciples: “There was a certain rich man who had 

a steward, and an accusation was brought to him that this man was 
wasting his goods.  2 So he called him and said to him, ‘What is this I 
hear about you? Give an account of your stewardship, for you can no 
longer be steward.’”  

	� 3 “Then the steward said within himself, ‘What shall I do? For my 
master is taking the stewardship away from me. I cannot dig; I am 
ashamed to beg.  4 I have resolved what to do, that when I am put out of 
the stewardship, they may receive me into their houses.’  5 So he called 
every one of his master’s debtors to him, and said to the first, ‘How 
much do you owe my master?’  6 And he said, ‘A hundred measures of 
oil.’ So he said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write 
fifty.’  7 Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ So he 
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Insight:

True Riches =  
Revelation Knowledge

said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ And he said to him, ‘Take your bill, 
and write eighty.’  8 So the master commended the unjust steward be-
cause he had dealt shrewdly. For the sons of this world are more shrewd 
in their generation than the sons of light. 9 And I say to you, make friends 
for yourselves by unrighteous mammon, that when you fail, they may re-
ceive you into an everlasting home.”  

	� 10 “He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he 
who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.  11 Therefore if you 
have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to 
your trust the true riches?  12 And if you have not been faithful in what 
is another man’s, who will give you what is your own?  13 No servant can 
serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or 
else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and mammon.”  

	 A.	 You will not be given                   until you are faithful with                 .

	 B.	� What you do with your money                             your                           .

	 C.	 Be faithful with                                     and you will get your                .

	 Luke 16:14-18
	� Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, also heard all these things, 

and they derided Him. 15 And He said to them, “You are those who justi-
fy yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is highly 
esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God.”  

	� 16 “The law and the prophets were until John. Since that time the king-
dom of God has been preached, and everyone is pressing into it.  17 And 
it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one tittle of the 
law to fail.  18 Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits 
adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced from her husband 
commits adultery.”  

D.	G od already                      your heart. 
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4. Biblical Examples of Faithfulness

	 Hebrews 3:1-2 
	� Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the 

Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus, 2 who was faith-
ful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful in all His 
house.

	 Colossians 1:7-8 
	� … as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a 

faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your 
love in the Spirit. 

	 Ephesians 6:21 
	� But that you also may know my affairs and how I am doing, Tychicus, a 

beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will make all things 
known to you.

	 Luke 16:10  NLT
	� Unless you are faithful in small matters, you won’t be faithful in large 

ones. If you cheat even a little, you won’t be honest with greater respon-
sibilities. 

	� Luke 19:17-19
	� And he said to him, “Well done, good servant; because you were faithful 

in a very little, have authority over ten cities.”  18 And the second came, 
saying, “Master, your mina has earned five minas.”  19 Likewise he said 
to him, “You also be over five cities.”  

	� 1 Timothy 1:12-13
	� And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He 

counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry, 13 although I was 
formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man; but I obtained 
mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 

	� 2 Timothy 2:2-3 
	� And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, 

commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 3 You 
therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 
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	� 2 Timothy 2:13 
	� If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself.

Personal Application

List the responsibilities that God has given you stewardship over.  We’ve given 
some general examples.  Please be specific in your lists.
Personal	 	 	 Family/Home	 Career/Ministry

Time	 	 	 Kids	 	 	 Job	
Body	 	 	 Household	 	 	 Training

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Summary

•  �We are not owners, but stewards over everything God has entrusted us with, 
therefore we must be faithful. 

•  Faithful means being full of faith.  Faith works by love.
•  If we are faithful in small matters, we will be faithful in large ones.
•  Good stewards are faithful.
•  �When we are faithful with that which is another man’s, we can be given our own. 

Life Application
Three things I learned in this section:

1.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
2.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
3.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
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